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WE CLAIM: 

1. tn a computer system having a graphical user interface including a 
display, a method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a video signal; 
5 displaying the viaeo signal on the display; 

receiving text communications from one or more viewers of the video 
signal, the text communications beingVelated to the video signal; and 

displaying the received text communications on the display with the video 
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2. Th A method of claim 1, wherein the video signal is displayed in a 
video region of the display and the text communications are displayed in a chat region of 



the display. 



3. The method of claim 2, wherein the chat region of the display is 
adjacent the video region of the display. 
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4. The methocpofj claim 2, wherein the chat region of the display 



overlies the video region of the display. 



5 z>vm^ \T" I 5. The method of claim 2, wherein an identifying characteristic of the 
video signal is displayed outsid^pf the video region of the display. 




/ C^. The method of claim 5, wherein the identifying characteristic 
Jb identifies an episode of a television series included in the video signal. 



7. \The method of claim 5, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies a televisiomseries corresponding to the video signal. 



8. The method of claim 5, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies a television network affiliate providing the video signal. 
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The method of claim 5, wherein the identifying characteristic 



identifies a television network providing the video signal. 
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10. The mMhod of claim 5, wherein the identifying characteristic 



includes a background imderlyW other displayed data. 
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^p(/ The method of claim 1 which further comprises the steps of: 

det^mining an identifying characteristic of the video signal; and 
definirife a user interface for display of the text communications, the user 
interface being configured to reflect the identifying characteristic of the video signal. 



0 



12. The method 



of cl| 

predefined chat region for display of the 




20 predefined video region for display of the 



1, wherein the user interface includes a 



communications. 



13. The method of claim 12, wherein the user interface includes a 



video signal. 
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14. InW entertainment system which includes a graphical user interface 
for presentation on a display, a method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a broadcast video signal from a broadcast signal source; 
displaying the broadcast video signal in a video region of the display; 
receiving text communications from a chat source different from the 
broadcast signal source, the text communications including text from two or more 
viewers of the broadcast video signal, and the text communications being related to the 
broadcast video signal; and 

displaying the received text communications in a chat region of the display, 
the text communications being displayed on the\^isplay with the broadcast video signal. 



15. The method of claim 14, wherein the chat region of the display is 
adjacent the video region of tire display. 



16. The method! of claim 14, wherein the chat region of the display 
overlies the video region of the display. 



27 



17. The method of claim 14, wherein an identifying characteristic of the 
broadcast video signal is displayed outsid ; of the video region of the display. 



18. The method of claim 14 which further comprises the steps of: 

determining an identifyii^ characteristic of the broadcast video signal; and 

selecting a user interfa(6£ tdmplate which defines a video region for display 

of the broadcast video signal, a/chajjj^gion for display of the text communications from 

the chat source, and a logo refgion/frbr diipiay of a logo which reflects the identifying 

// >// 

# characteristic of the broadcast \WfiKWal. 

# 

= ::rr 



19. The method /of claim 18, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies a broadcast network, j network affiliate, television show or episode of the 
broadcast video signal. 
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20. A^raphical user interface for presentation on a display device, the 
graphical user interface comprising: 

a video regionVf the display for presentation of a video program having an 
identifying characteristic; and 

a chat region of \ the display for real-time presentation of text 
communications between viewers of the video program during viewing of the video 



program, wherein the appearance of the graphical user interface outside the video region 

\ 

is determined at least in part by an identifying characteristic of the video program. 
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21. The graphical user interface of claim 20, wherein the chat region of 
the display is adjacent the vide\ region of the display. 



22. The graphical user interface of claim 20, wherein the chat region of 
the display overlies the video region onthe display. 



ArV^X The graphical user interface of claim 20, wherein the identifying 
20 characteristic is a television series episode. 
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24. tThe graphical user interface of claim 20, wherein the identifying 
characteristic is a television series. 




5001 1" \ 25. Thie graphical user interface of claim 20, wherein the identifying 

characteristic is a television network affiliate which broadcasts the video program. 



26. The Igraphical user interface of claim 20, wherein the identifying 
m characteristic is a television network which broadcasts the video program. 



^>lJ[) 27 ' The ^bhical us er interface of claim 20, wherein the identifying 

characteristic is used to determine a background over which other information is 
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28. A method for presentation of information on a display screen of a 
computer system, the method comprising tne steps of: 

receiving a video program firom a program source; 

presenting the video program in a video region of the display screen; 

presenting a chat option fpr selection by a program viewer; and 

upon selection of the ichat option, providing for text communications 
between the program viewer and dwfk program viewers over a communications network, 
and presenting the text communicattOTisu region of the display screen. 



29. The method of claim 28, wherein the step of providing for text 
communications between the program viewer and other program viewers includes 
defining a chat room in a chat server, the chat room having a chat room identity based on 
a unique program identifier of the video program. 
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30. The method of claim 2JsL wherein the step of providing for text 
communications between the program vieweyand other program viewers includes: 

communicating selection oy the chat option to a web server for 
determination of a chat room identity; 

receiving the chat room identity from the web server; and 

communicating the chat njfen} identity to a chat server for use in defining a 
chat room in the chat server, the ofiaflf rcfom serving as a communication link between 
program viewers. 



31. The method /of claim 30, wherein the step of communicating 
selection of the chat option involves communicating a unique program identifier of the 
video program to the web server/ 



32. The metftod of claim 31, wherein the chat room identity is a 
predetermined variant of the unique program identifier. 
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33. The method of claim 28 which further comprises: 
determining an identifying characteristic of the video program; and 
defining a background for a portion of a user interface which reflects the 
identifying characteristic of the video program. 



34. The method of /claim 33, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies an episode of a television aeries. 



35. The 



identifies a television seriesJ 



ckup 33, wherein the identifying characteristic 



36. The method of claim 33, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies a television network affiliate providing the video program. 



37. The method of claim 33, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies a television network providing the video signal. 
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38. The method of claim 28, furtjfer comprising the following steps after 
conclusion of the video program: 

receiving a second video prograni from the program source; 

presenting the second video program on the video region; 

presenting a second chat option for selection by the program viewer; and 

upon selection of the second chat option, providing for text 
communications between the program viewer and other program viewers of the second 
video program over a communicatioi>8^twoi& and presenting the text communications 
in a chat region of the display scr 



39. The method (g£p&mi 28, wherein the chat option is presented only 
during receipt of the video program from the program source. 



40. The method of claim 28 which further comprises the step of 
interrupting text communications between program viewers upon conclusion of the video 
program. 
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41. An entertainment system for use in supplementing video 
programming with interactive text communications for concurrent presentation on a 
video display, the entertainment systenfi comprising: 

to receive video programming for presentation on 
n on the display for selection by a program viewer; 



a control unit configurec 
the display, and to present a chat opti 
and 



a server arrangement Configured to communicate with the control unit upon 
selection of the chat option for /identification of the video programming, the server 
arrangement further being configured to determine a chat room identity based on the 
identified video programming and to communicate text communications within the 
identified chat room to the control unit for presentation on the video display concurrently 
with the video programming. 



42. Tha entertainment system of claim 41, wherein the server 
arrangement includes: 

a web servei in communication with the control unit to receive a video 




program identity from the cjpntrol unit[ aiy^o^termine a video-program-based chat room 
identity for transmission to ihe control unit; and 

a chat server! configured to establish the identified chat room and to 
communicate text communications within the identified chat room to the control unit for 
presentation on the video display. 
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43. This entertainment system of claim 42, wherein the web server is 
further configured to dete^nme an ide^^ ^ng c haracteristic of the video programming, 
and to define a user interface\ased, at least in part, on the identifying characteristic of the 



44. The entertainment system of claim 43, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies an episode of a television series. 



45. The entertainment system of claim 43, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a television series 



46. The entertainment^ystem of claim 43, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a television network affiliate providing the video programming. 



47. The entertainment system of claim 43, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a television networklproviding the video programming. 
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48. The entertainment system of claim 41, wherein the video 
programming has a begj^fii^^nd an end, the control unit being configured to direct 
program viewers to a subsequent chat room upon reaching the end of the video 




49. The enterta 
room has a chat room identity basi 




of claim 48, wherein the subsequent chat 
sequent video programming. 



^1a1) (X^/ 50 - 111 m enteri^inment system including a video display configured to 
present video programming frW a video program source and to present text 
communications from a chat room pf a chat server, a control unit comprising: 

a video receiver configured to receive a video program for presentation on 
the video display, and configured to receive a unique program identifier of the video 
program for selection of a chat room based on the unique program identifier; and 

a browser device in conranunication with the video receiver to identify the 
selected chat room, the browser device being configured to communicate with the 
selected chat room and to present text communications occurring within the selected chat 
room on the video display concurrently with the video program. 
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51. The entertainment system of claim 50, wherein the browser device is 
further in communication with a web server to receive a chat background which reflects 
an identifying characteristic of the video program. 



52. The entertainment/ system of claim 51, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies an episode of a/television series. 



53. The entert^rnn^nt /system of claim 51, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a television. 



54. The entertainment system of claim 51, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a television network affiliate providing the video programming. 



55. The control init of claim 51, wherein the identifying characteristic 
identifies a television network providing the video program. 
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56. Tnk control unit of claim 50, wherein the video program has a 
beginning and an end, the browser deyi€^ eing co nfigured to direct program viewers to a 
subsequent chat room upon reachih^tiie end of the video program. 



57. The control unit ofjbffifrn 56, wherein the subsequent chat room has a 



chat room identity based on a subseque 



\dd£orprogram identity. 
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